
Crusades 



Terms 

• Urban II 

• First Crusade 

• People’s Crusade 

• Second Crusade 

• Third Crusade 

• Fourth Crusade 

• Anti-Semitism  

• Albigensian Crusade 

• Inquisition  

• Dominican and 
Franciscan orders 



 

History.msu.edu 



• 1050s Political fragmentation in Islamic 
Empire 

• Seljuk Turks 

• 1095 Emperor Alexius I asks Pope Urban II for 
help 

• 1095 – Urban II call for crusade. 

 



First Crusade 

• 2 waves  

• First Wave – People’s Crusade (1096-1098) 

– Peter the Hermit and Walter the Penniless  

– Approx. 40,000 make it to Constantinople, only 
7,000 return 

• Second Wave  - 1098 

– 60,000-70,000 knights, fighters, etc 

– Take Jerusalem by 1099 

– Crusader States 



• Crusader States 

– County of Edessa 

– Principality of 
Antioch 

– County of Tripoli 

– Kingdom of 
Jerusalem  



Second Crusade 

• 1144 – Seljuk Turks take Edessa  

• Crusade led by Louis VII of France and Conrad 
III of Germany 

• Helped reclaim Lisbon 

 



Third Crusade 

• 1187 - Crusader States fell to Saladin  

• Crusade led by Richard the Lionheart and 
Philip of France 

• Took several costal areas by 1192 



Fourth Crusade 

• 1202-1204 

• Venetians and Constantinople  



Motivations for Crusade 

• Originally 

– Promises of absolution of sins 

• Later 

– Selling of indulgences 

– Potential acquisition of wealth (by 4th crusade) 



Anti-Semitism and Violence Against Jews 
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The Inquisition  

• Albigensian Crusade (1209-1229) 

• First Inquisition (1234) 

• Dominican Order  

• Franciscan Order 

• Waldensians  

 


