
The Renaissance  



Terms 

• Humanism  

– Civic, Literary, Christian 

– Niccolo Machiavelli – 
The Prince 

• Renaissance 

– Renaissance Art 

• de’ Medici Family 

• Printing Press 

 



Italy c. 1492 



Italy and the Medicis 

• Involved in 
commerce and 
banking in 
Florence 

• Patrons of 
renaissance artists  

Lorenzo de Medici 



Humanism and the Renaissance 

• Renaissance – re-birth/revival of the classics 

• Humanism is a literary and linguistic 
movement  that is an attempt to revive 
classical Latin and Greek as well as the 
values/intricacies of the language.     

– A reclaiming of the Classics 

– Results: emphasis on bettering oneself and 
thereby increase in individualism 

• Literary, Civic, and Christian Humanism 



Literary Humanism and the 
Renaissance 

• Francesco Petrarch (1304-1374) 

– Petrarchan sonnet  

• Christine de Pisan (1365-1430) 

 



Civic Humanism and the Renaissance 

• Niccolo Machiavelli 1469-1527 – The Prince 



Printing Press 

• Chinese and 
woodcut prints 

• 1450s – Johannes 
Gutenberg and the 
Printing Press 

• Gutenberg Bible 



Renaissance Art 

• Realism and reflected elements of 
contemporary society including politics, 
patronage, environment, and religion 

– Heavy in symbolism  

• Harmony between nature, man, and the 
divine 





Reclining Dionysus, Parthenon, British Museum 
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Michelangelo 



Leonardo da Vinci  



Patronage and Painting 



http://www.corbisimages.com/images/Corbis-42-
18333667.jpg?size=67&uid=3585558d-0b1a-4d04-8779-
83a31dab4d48 



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armada_Po
rtrait#mediaviewer/File:Queen_Elizabeth
_I_by_George_Gower.jpg 



http://www.luminari
um.org/renlit/elizar
mada2.jpg 


